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Ways to make your life more meaningful

The famous saying “The greatest use of life is to spend it for something that will outlast it” is
rather thought-provoking, which tells us the real meaning of life. It is contemporary social issue in
China with common interests and permanent value.

In my view, there are good reasons to undertake meaningful things that exert positive and
profound influence on the society, such as protecting the environment, helping vulnerable groups as
well as promoting education.To illustrate, Abraham Lincoln never wavered in his devotion to
democracy and equality, whose life has become an inspiration in the United States and throughout the
whole world. His life, though limited, definitely lasts longer, and is a life worth living. Likewise, a
young person who aspires to be a great writer might decide to buy some literary books or spend
weekends writing and refining his works. Without any aspiration, he might simply end up spending
all his spare time surfing online or playing Internet games.

In brief, a meaningful life serves to motivate and guide us in our-daily lives. It provides us
with the focus and direction that enable us to work towards accomplishing a special goal, objective or

task.
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Part [ Listening Comprehension
Section A

Directions:In this section,you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations.At the
end of each conversation,one or more questions will be asked about what was said.Both the
conversation and the questions will be spoken ONLY ONCE.After each question there will be a
pause.During the pause,you must read the four choices marked A,B,C and D and decide which is the
best answer,Then mark the correct responding letter on Answer Sheet with a single line through the
centre.
Short Conversation
1. W: Lisa, I don’t understand the problem. You’ve known for months this report is due today.
M: Sorry. But I’m afraid the data is harder to interpret than I thought it would be.
Q: What does the woman mean?
2. W: Can I borrow your calculus textbook?I left mine in the library, and it was gone when I went
back.

M: That happened to me once. I’d almost given up on finding it until I checked it at the
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Lost-and-Found at the Information Desk downstairs in the lobby.

C:What does the woman suggest?

3. M: According to this article, the former boxing champion is going to try again.He is coming out of
retirement for the third time.

M: Do you want to see the match? Is a comeback at his age at all likely?

Q: What does the man imply?

4. W: I see that your roommate Donna is the editor of the

newspaper this year.

W: Yes, but I’ve hardly seen her since the beginning of the term. She might as well move her bed
over to the newspaper office.

Q: What do we know about Donna?

5. W: First thing after taking my computer to be checked. I’ll go to my dentist.

M: Please stop at the bookstore and buy me the latest.

Q: What will the woman do first?

6. M: Excuse me, would you mind changing seats with me? I have a fear of high places and looking
out of the window sometimes scares me. So I prefer to sit looking in the middle.

W: OK. I don't mind the window seat.

Q: Where does this conversation most probably take place?

7. M: People are making fewer contributions and we can

hardly meet our budget needs.

W: It seems to me that the only way out is to cut some programmes in the church.

Q: What are the two speakers talking about?

8. W: I heard on the radio that not only is it going to be super hot tomorrow, but also the humidity's
going way up.

M: Sounds like I’'m going to have to find an air-conditioned place to be in.

Q: What do we learn about the man?

Long Conversation One

M: Hi, Grace. Mind if I eat lunch with you?

W: No, Mr Evans, not at all

M: Thanks. I just heard that you re studying nutrition and you've got quite a bit of experiences
working in the cafeteria, so I wonder if you will be interested in a small project we are doing this
term.

W: What's the project all about?
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M: More and more students have been deciding not to buy meals here and we want to attract them
back. So I want to hear what students would like your job would be to find out.
W: Well, if the menus were changed, then maybe I
Wouldn’t have to listen to so much criticism
M: That makes you perfect for the job. Would you be
interested?
W: I’'m not sure. What sorts of changes are you thinking of?
M: I’d like to make some changes in the way we prepare our food. For example, just look at what
we have to choose from today. You got a fried hamburger and I got fried chicken. They both
contain too much fat.
W: But you'd better not get rid of them. They're every body's favourite.
M: Well, we can certainly keep them, but we need to give the people who are health-conscious some
choices. For example, we could also prepare chicken without the fatty skin and serve it on some rice
with a light sauce. Do you think that would appeal to students?
W: Well, I'd like that, You're right. You'd better find out what others think. Sorry, I've got to get back
to work.I'd like to hear more though, I'll drop by your office later.
M: OK, see you then.
Questions 9 to 12 are based on the conversation you have just heard.
9. Why are the two speakers talking about?
10. What does the man want the woman to do?
11. What does the man suggest the cafeteria do?
12. What does the woman think of the man’s project?
Long Conversation Two
W: Hello?
M: Hello, I'm calling about the apartment that was advertised in the newspaper this morning. Is it still
available?
W: There were two, a three-bedroom and a two-bed-room. But the larger one has been rented.
M: Oh, that’s OK. I was only interested in the two bedroom. Can you tell me what it's like?
W: Well it is quite big and has sun most of the day, It's really good. It also has a kitchen and there's
plenty of closet space.
M: Sounds good. The ad said the rent was 515 dollars a month. Does that include heat and water?
W: No, lodgers have to pay themselves

M: I see, and what about parking?
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W: That's no problem at all. Each lodger is assigned a particular space, and that space is theirs as.
long as they stay in the apartment.

M: Great! Given how rents are these days,this seems to be too good to be true,

W: Listen, why don't you come over tomorrow and see for yourself? Call me, I'll be in all morning.
M: Fine, see you then.

Questions 13 to 15 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

13. What does the woman say about the two-bedroom apartment?

14. What does the woman say about parking?

15. What is the man’s reaction to the apartment?

Section B

Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will
hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken TWICE. After you hear a
question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A., B, C.and D. Then mark
the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre.

Passage one

The Winners Club is a bank account specially designed for teenagers. It has been made to help
you better manage your money. The Winners Club is a transaction account where you receive a
key-card so you can get to your money----that’s 24 hours a day, 7 days a week!

You’re no millionaire so we don’t expect you to pay large fees. In fact, there are no account
keeping or transaction fees!

You want your money to grow. The Winner Club has a good rate of interest which gets even
better if you make at least two deposits without taking them out in a month.

Teenagers are busy-we get that. You may never need to come to a bank at all. With the Winners.
Club you can choose to use handy tellers and to bank from home using the phone and the
Internet..You can have money directly deposited into your Winners Club account. This could be your
pocket money or your pay from your part-time job!

Along with your regular report, you will receive a FREE magazine full of good ideas to make
even more of your money. There are also fantastic offers and competitions only for Winners Club
members.

The Winners Club is a great choice for teenagers, And it is so easy to join. Simply fill in an
application form. You will have to get permission from your parent or guardian (so we can organise
that cool key card), but it is easy. We can't wait to hear from you. It's the best way to choose to be a

winner.
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Questions 16 to 19 are based on the passage you have just heard.
16. Whom did the Winners Club bank account intend for ?

17. Which of the following is true about the Winners Club magazines?
18. What do we learn about the Winners Club magazines?

19. What is the purpose of this passage?

Passage Two

Deep inside a mountain near Sweetwater in East Tennessee is a body of water known as the Lost
Sea. It is listed by The Guinness Book of World Records as the world's largest underground lake. The
Lost Sea is part of the extensive and historic cave system called Craighead Caverns.

The caverns have been known and used since the days of the Cherokee Indian nation. The cave
expands into a series of huge rooms from a small opening in the side of the mountain. Approximately
one mile from the entrance is a room called"the Council Room". Many Indian artifacts have been
found. Some of the items discovered include pottery, arrow-heads, weapons, and jewelry.

For many years, there were persistent rumors of a large underground lake somewhere in a cave,
but it was not discovered until 1905. In that year. a thirteen year-old boy named Ben Sands crawled
through a small opening three hundred feet underground. He found himself in a large cave half filled
with water,

Today tourists visit the Lost Sea and ride out into it in glass-bottomed boats powered by electric
motors, More than thirteen acres of water have been mapped out so far and still no end to the lake has
been found. Even though teams of divers have tried to explore the Lost Sea, the full extent of it is still
unknown.

Questions 20 to 22 are based on the passage you have just heard.

20. Why is the Lost Sea unique according to the passage?

21. According to the passage, how can the caverns be entered??

22. What can be inferred about the present Craig-head Caverns from the passage?
Passage Three

Brad closed the door slowly as Sue left home to visit her mother, Expecting a whole day to relax,
he was thinking to watch his favourite TV talk show. "This will be like a walk in the park, " he'd told
his wife. “I’ll look after the kids, and you can go visit your mom.”

Things started well, but just after eight o'clock, his three little"good kids"-mike, Randy, and
Alex came down the stairs in their night clothes and shouted" Breakfast, daddy. "When food had not
appeared within thirty seconds, Randy began using his spoon on Alex's head as if it were a drum.

Alex started to shout loudly in time to the beat. Mike shouted "Wheres my toast wheres my toast"in
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the background.

By ten o'clock, things were out of control. Alex was wondering why the fish in the jar refused
his bread and butter. Mike was trying to show off his talent by decorating the kitchen wall with his
colour pencils. Randy, thankfully, appeared to be reading quietly in the family room but closer

examination showed that he was eating apple jam straight from the bottle with his hand.

At exactly 11:17, Brad called the daycare centre. “I suddenly have to go into work and my life’s away.

Can I bring the boys over in a few minutes?”The answer was obviously “yes”because Brad was
smiling.

Questions 23 to 25 are based on the passage you have just heard.

23. What did Brad expect to do when his wife left home?

24. What was Randy exactly doing the room?

25. What did Brad ask the daycare centre for help?
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